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pl‘obably 6-12 months Epmasbestos victims is offering

from dying and
they’re going to be
SO generous’ to
provide them with a
comprehensive
prescription plan.99

Sandy w.gner
CAG member

Theat ot : ) - W.R. Grace in January 2000 to i
administrator of a free medical no-cost coverage for former mﬁm
S vi mine workers, their families and other -
 prescription coverage for Libby-area residents Py
xgg y:;h advanced disease, but local combgin contact mﬁ"“i" havbeetose |
it vocates say the additional fibers that occurred oonmnmaome rinate
elits come too late for most the vermiculite ore e e
patlents.l HealthNetw o ) _l{qﬁlthisspﬁng,whenl-mAbegan
this ek o ifrwkiﬁ?:nca announced  auditing the plan, the cost of all
additional ot providing an scriptions for the roughly 750 pu;-
suffci'ing' oy ag Coverage for people *  enrolied was being mimgmedp%op ,

g B lart?:d dﬁ? %t;ges of - . plan was never intended to work tll.l:tatth'=
macasmy. P - Ihe new phiar-  way, said HNA vice president for med-
bengian i s full prescription ical affairs Dr. Jay Fl e
e, oﬁt tj::t! coverage for certain _Pharmacy t;ene'ﬁts under the original
—cat exposurca.m dlrecﬁy telatedto  pian were intended to cover asbestos. -

: related illnesses only, Flynn said, and

FNA upgraded coverage not enough s

The medical plan was instituted

Insurance

" Continued from Page 1
® Patients requiring steroid
or prednisone treatment.
. @ Patients suffering from
pulmonary hypertension and
associated right-heart failure,
Anyone meeting one of those

" criteria is considered “very

sick” and can suffer from 2 host
-of complications, Flynn said.

“We think at that point that
they should have full pharmacy
benefits,” he said. -

At the other end of the spec-
trum is a patient who may show
pleural plaqueing on one lung -
enough to qualify for the basic
medical plan — but who displays

" no symptoms and who still has
normal lung function, Flynn
said. '

“That person should just have
pharmacy coverage for

asbestos-related things and' not.

full pharmacy coverage,” Fiynn
said. .

Victims' advocate Gayla
Benefield said she understands

- that at times the plan may have

been covering some things that
it shouldn’t have, but she
stressed the importance of pre-
venting further damage from
asbestos-related disease.

“Any infection, I don't care

where it is in the body, can -

cause this to turn around and get
much worse,” she said,

The second - hypothetical
patient described by Flynn
needs more exiensive coverage
than is being provided,
Benefield said.

“It will eventually show up
on both sides if they can’t take
care of their health and they
can't get the proper medica-
tions,” she said. .

The expanded benefits do

nothing to help people stay
- ment,” she said. “His business is

heaithy, Benefield said.

“The less-sick people have
got to get sick on their own
accord, and then they will come
into the program,” she said:

Sandy Wagner, a member of

“said.

and the Center for Asbestos-

‘Related Disease advisory board,

said the new plan won't help
most people until it’s too late,
“Someboedy’s probably six to
12 months  from dying and
they’re going .to be ‘so gener-

the Community Advisory Group |
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ous’ to provide them with 3

comprehensive . . prescription
plan,” she said.

Meanwhile, people on the
original plan will have to battle
for every prescription, Wagner

“It’s just part of the game,”
she said. - '

Flynn is more concerned
about a healthy bottom line than
with the well-being of asbestos
victims, Wagner said. ,

“His business is cost contain-

not the well-rounded care of dis- | -

eased people.”
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ay official
ay officials ¢
include antibiotics, chemotherapy for s
sancmts mdpauems' ,t:'iuretics, antideprwpy = g
: over-the-counter i
detirmm. smoking .."l 2
“It’s pretty broad-based, and we
. geared it as best we could for the A
. patients in Libby that have asbestos- O™ #
mlaliﬂ illnesses,” he said. : C
~10e new pharmacy plan covers all W
medications for people who meet cer- '
tain cnn?ria. They are: :
. @ Patients diagnosed with mesothe-
lioma, A8 rare and deadly cancer assocj-
ate: glth asbestos exposure.
atients requirin
servicr requiring home oxygf.:n.
See Insurance on Page 3 ’
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